SPECIAL MUSIC “In The Bleak Midwinter” Jason W. Krug
Piano Solo — Cindy Johnson

SPECIAL MUSIC “Go Tell It On The Mountain” Stephen Bulla
Saxophone Solo - Ken Shultz

CHRISTMAS PLAY “God’s Gift to Us”
Shopper #1: Kaylee Wise
Shopper #2: Addi Hatt
Santa: Emery Myers
Mary: Ava Tilley
Joseph: Jaxson Tilley
Angel: Charleigh Myers
Carolers: St. Mark’s Children’s Church

PRESENTATION TO THE STAFF
OUR OFFERING AND OFFERTORY ™“Coventry Carol” Craig Curry

* THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures

here below. Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host. Praise Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors)
* BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN

* HYMN #275 (Green Hymnal) “"Sing We Now of Christmas”

* SILENT MEDITATION

POSTLUDE  “How Far Is It To Bethlehem” David Paxton

*Please stand as you are able
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December 14, 2025 Third Sunday of Advent

Reader: Pastor Dave

God is Still Speaking ...

“Joy is distinctly a Christian word and a Christian thing. It is the reverse of
happiness. Happiness is the result of what happens of an agreeable sort. Joy has
its springs deep down inside. And that spring never runs dry, no matter what
happens. Only Jesus gives that joy.” - S5.D. Gordon

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE "“Once In Bethlehem” Ruth E. Schram
* SOLEMN DECLARATION AND SUNG AMEN

* LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - JOY

Pastor: Today we light the third candle of Advent, the candle of joy.

People: We rejoice in Mary and Joseph’s faith to trust God’s
plan.

Pastor: God calls ordinary people to welcome the extraordinary gift
of Christ.

People: Like Mary, we say, “"Here am I, the servant of the
Lord.”

Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus...

People: Fill us with joy as we trust in Your promises.

* HYMN #261 (Green Hymnal) “Away In A Manger”

* UNISON PRAYER

All of heaven and earth sing to You, O Lord our God, for this earth
which You lovingly made has been given a King and Savior in
Jesus Christ. As we prepare to fully welcome Him, help us to be
aware of the meaning of His coming - bringing hope among our
empty lives, peace among those whose relationships are broken,
and joy - great joy - where gloom and sorrow had once reigned.
We open ourselves to receive Your gifts this day. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “We Three Kings”

Bell Choir

Patricia Cota

SPECIAL MUSIC
Tim Brown

SPECIAL MUSIC “Come On Ring Those Belis” Andrew Culverwell

Children’s Choir

SPECIAL MUSIC “Joy To The World” “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
Children’s Instrumentalists: Flute: Emery Myers, Bella Sandt
Viola: Saphira Giraldo Reyes
Clarinet: Kaylee Wise
Trumpet: Charleigh Myers

SPECIAL READING “The Unseen Gift” Dawn Shultz
THE SCRIPTURES (insert)

Old Testament Isaiah 35: 1 - 10

*Gospel Luke 1: 46 - 55

* THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Amen.

* PROCLAIMING OUR FAITH - THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.




Isaiah 35:1 -10

The desert and the dry land will be glad; the
wilderness will rejoice and blossom like the crocus.
They will burst into bloom, and rejoice with joy and
singing. They will receive the glory of Lebanon, the
splendor of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the
Lord’s glory, the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and support the
unsteady knees. Say to those who are panicking: "Be
strong! Don’t fear! Here's your God, coming with
vengeance; with divine retribution God will come to
save you.” Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf will be cleared. Then the
lame will leap like the deer, and the tongue of the
speechless will sing. Waters will spring up in the
desert, and streams in the wilderness. The burning
sand will become a pool, and the thirsty ground,
fountains of water. The jackals’ habitat, a pasture;
grass will become reeds and rushes.

A highway will be there. It will be called The
Holy Way. The unclean won't travel on it, but it will
be for those walking on that way. Even fools won't
get lost on it; no lion will be there, and no predator
will go up on it. None of these will be there; only the
redeemed will walk on it. The Lord’s ransomed ones
will return and enter Zion with singing, with
everlasting joy upon their heads. Happiness and joy
will overwhelm them; grief and groaning will flee
away.

Luke 1: 46 - 55

Then Mary said, “"With all my heart I glorify the
Lord! In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my
savior. He has looked with favor on the low status of
his servant. Look! From now on, everyone will
consider me highly favored because the mighty one
has done great things for me.

Holy is his name. He shows mercy to everyone,
from one generation to the next, who honors him as
God. He has shown strength with his arm. He has
scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud
inclinations. He has pulled the powerful down from
their thrones and lifted up the lowly. He has filled the
hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty-handed. He has come to the aid of his servant
Israel, remembering his mercy, just as he promised
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to Abraham’s
descendants forever.”




ST. MARK'’S PRAYER LIST
Lauren Hallman (Kids Kamper’'s Mother)
Ann Crouch (Deb Ellis’ friend)

Deb Winslow (Peg Scholl relative)
Tia Carreras (Peg Scholl relative)
Meg Nagel
Carol Frankhouser (K. Andrew’s friend)
Chad Wenrich
Chris Alcaia (Vickie Ristenbatt’s brother)
Ed Gundrum
Deb Ellis
Linda Brandt (K. Ceresini's daughter)
Regina Prater (Justin Fisher’s mother-in-law)

Matthew Scholl '
Samuel K. Wengert, III

Friends and Members with ongoing concerns
Andy Shearer, Lynn Balmer
David Ansalvish (Cindy Johnson’s Brother)
Trudy Berkheimer
Cindy Johnson,

Paul and Kay Peiffer
Ed and Gayle Olden
Juanita Fuhrman
Eva Miller, Andrew Scholl
Megan, Jaxon and Ava Tilley
Michael Worhach (Russ Scholl’s son-in-law)
Ken & Charlotte Wengert,

Joe Adams (Lois Smith’s brother)
Sandra Schauer (Michael Smith’s aunt)
Mary, Serenity and Harmonie Earl

Members from our church family who are‘shut-in or
home bound, People living under the threat of war,
and those recovering from natural disasters

Sunday

Tuesday

ST. MARK'S CALENDAR
For the Week of December 14, 2025

Worship Service - 10 AM
Family Day Luncheon

Bell Rehearsal - 6:30 PM

Wednesday Bible Study - 10 AM

Friday

Blue Christmas - 7 PM (Online only)

Kid’s Team Event - 5:30 - 7:30 PM
Youth/Young Adult Cookie Bake
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ST. MARK'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers on the communion table are presented to the
Glory of God in memory of Robert and Janet Trautman.

The bulletins are presented by Faye Fox in memory of
Mr. & Mrs. John Whitman.

Flowers and Bulletins = Dates available for flowers are:

January 4, 18 and 25. Dates available for bulletins are: January 4,
18 and 25. Please contact the office if interested in sponsoring any
bulletins.

Our next time to assist at the Lebanon Rescue Mission Sunday
dinner is Dec 14th. We need people to assist that evening as well
as bakers and a few items requested by the LRM. Time is from 2 -
6 PM, so enjoy the Christmas gala after church and then head to
the Rescue Mission to help serve those in need in our

community. See the sign-up sheets in the narthex. Please note, if
you are feeling ill in any way on that day, the request is to stay
home since the men are in a dorm where iliness quickly spreads.

Agape Christmas Boxes - The Christmas boxes for the children
have been all picked up by members. Gifts need to be back by
December 14, Thank you to everyone for supporting this project.

Angel Tree - Please bring gifts back in a gift bag and put the
angel tag on the bag by December 215,

2026 Offering Envelopes - The envelopes are in the office and are
ready to be picked up. PLEASE DO NOT USE THEM UNTIL AFTER

JANUARY 1, 2026.

The organizational meeting for the 2026 WARM mission trip will
be held after church on Sunday January 4th. The trip is planned
for August 1st - August 8th. If you are interested in going on the
trip but unable to attend the meeting, please see Kathy. The trip
will be limited to 14 people.

Kid's Team December event is Friday, December 19th from 5:30 -~
7:30 in Fellowship Hall. Please be sure to sign the sign-up sheet in
the narthex or see Meredith or Kathy to be sure you are on the list.

A huge THANK YOU to the team of adults who helped bring the
children’s skit together for today’s performance.

LCCM Donations - Now more than ever, people need help with
food, help with utilities, etc. especially with the holiday season
coming up. At our consistory meeting this week - we decided to
give a donation to LCCM from the Good Samaritan Fund. If anyone
would like to donate additional money towards this project, please
mark your check “LCCM” or use the envelope in the pews and mark

it "LCCM”, Thank you for helping our community at this holiday season.

Christmas Dinner - Pastor Dave and MJ] are hosting a dinner on
Christmas, December 25" at 4:30 PM. Please see sign up sheet
in the narthex.

Save the Dates:
December 17 Blue Christmas - 7 PM (Online only)

Kid's Team Event - 5:30 to 7:30 PM
Youth/Young Adult Cookie Bake

December 19

Punch and Cookies - 7 PM
Christmas Eve Service - 7:30 PM

December 24

December 25 Pastor Dave and MJ’'s Dinner - 4:30 PM

January 3 Youth/Young Adult game night - 6:30 -~ 9 PM

January 4 Holy Communion - 10 AM

Conference Call information:
Dial (215) 383-1625 Enter conference code: 569284
Press* when asked for your attendee pin




