February 1, 2026 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Reader: Steve Snyder
God is Still Speaking ...

"I choose gentleness...Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise
my voice may it be only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. If

I make a demand, may it be only of myself.” - Max Lucado
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE "“The Lord’s My Shepherd” Todd Kendall

* SOLEMN DECLARATION AND SUNG AMEN

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Pastor: The Lord says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”

People: We come seeking rest for our souls.

Pastor: The Lord says, “"Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart.”

People: We come to learn the gentle way of Christ.

Pastor: In Jesus, our burdens are shared and grace is freely given.

People: Let us worship God, whose gentleness restores our

lives.

* HYMN #562 (Green Hymnal)
* CALL TO CONFESSION

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gentle God, You offer rest to the weary and peace to the
burdened, yet we confess that we often carry what we were never
meant to bear. We strive for self reliance instead of trusting in
Your presence, we push for our agendas instead of listening for
Your direction, and we demand of ourselves and others what You
do not require. Forgive us, O God. Teach us to release our
burdens, to receive Your grace, and to walk in the gentle way of
Jesus...
Silent confession...

“Be Thou My Vision”

* KYRIE ELEISON
Lord, have mercy upon us. Lovd, Aiave mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us. Christ, Aave mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, Rave mercy upon us.

* WORDS OF GRACE AND MERCY
Hear the good news: Jesus does not add to our burdens - His desire is to
lift them. His yoke is easy, His burden light, and His mercy is new every
morning. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, restored, and invited to begin
again. Thanks be to God! Amen!

SPECIAL MUSIC “God Gives Us a Future with Hope”

Choir ‘

Pepper Choplin

CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE SCRIPTURES (insert) .
New Testament Titus3:1-7
*Gospel Matthew 11: 25 - 30

* THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Amen.

* PROCLAIMING OUR FAITH - THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.




JOYS AND CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER RESPONSE “Hear Our Prayer”
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Hear our prayer, O Lovd, and grant us thy peace.

SERMON “Getting Dressed Part IV: Putting on Gentleness”
Rev. David A. Jones

OUR OFFERING AND OFFERTORY "My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”
Matt Umbaugh

* THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures

here below. Praise Him above, ye heavnly host. Praise Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

* LORD’S PRAYER (sung) (using debts and debtors)

* BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN

* HYMN “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” (insert)
* SILENT MEDITATION
POSTLUDE  “Gentle Shepherd” William Gaither

*Please stand as you are able
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Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.




Remind them to submit to rulers and
authorities. They should be obedient and ready to do
every good thing. They shouldn't speak
disrespectfully about anyone, but they should be
peaceful, kind, and show complete courtesy toward
everyone. We were once foolish, disobedient,
deceived, and slaves to our desires and various
pleasures too. We were spending our lives in evil
behavior and jealousy. We were disgusting, and we
hated other people. But “when God our savior’s
kindness and love appeared, he saved us because of
his mercy, not because of righteous things we had
done. He did it through the washing of new birth and
the renewing by the Holy Spirit, which God poured
out upon us generously through Jesus Christ our
savior. So, since we have been made righteous by his
grace, we can inherit the hope for eternal life.”

Matthew 11: 25 - 30

At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because you've hidden
these things from the wise and intelligent and have
shown them to babies. Indeed, Father, this brings
you happiness. My Father has handed all things over
to me. No one knows the Son except the Father. And
nobody knows the Father except the Son and anyone
to whom the Son wants to reveal him. Come to me,
all you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy
loads, and I will give you rest. Put on my yoke, and
learn from me. I'm gentle and humble. And you will
find rest for yourselves. My yoke is easy to bear, and
my burden is light.”
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ST. MARK'S PRAYER LIST ST. MARK'S CALENDAR

Lauren Hallman (Kids Kamper’s Mother) For the Week of February 1, 2026
Ann Crouch (Deb Ellis’ friend)

Deb Winslow (Peg Scholl relative) Sunday Choir Rehearsal - 8:30 AM

Tia Carreras (Peg Scholl relative) Worship Service - 10 AM
Meg Nagel Annual Congregational Meeting - Fellowship Hall
Carol Frankhouser (K. Andrew’s friend)
Chad Wenrich Monday Evangelism and Mission Meeting - 6:30 PM
Chris Alcaia (Vickie Ristenbatt’s brother)
Ed Gundrum Tuesday Bell Rehearsal - 6:30 PM
Deb Ellis _ _
Linda Brandt (K. Ceresini’s daughter) Saturday  Jigsaw Evangelism - 9 to 11:30 AM

Matthew Scholl
Samuel K. Wengert, III
Regina Trokie (Peg Scholl’s niece)
Family and Friends of Linda Serrano
Pura Ducet and her mother
Beverly Ann (Deb. Ellis’ relative)
Denise Fahie (Friend of Diane Vogel)

Friends and Members with ongoing concerns
Andy Shearer, Lynn Balmer
David Ansalvish (Cindy Johnson’s Brother)
Trudy Berkheimer
Cindy Johnson,

Paul and Kay Peiffer
Ed and Gayle Olden
Juanita Fuhrman
Eva Miller, Andrew Scholl
Megan, Jaxon and Ava Tilley
Michael Worhach (Russ Scholl’s son-in-law)
Ken & Charlotte Wengert,

Joe Adams (Lois Smith’s brother)
Sandra Schauer (Michael Smith’s aunt)
Mary, Serenity and Harmonie Earl

Members from our church family who are shut-in or home bound,
people living under the threat of war,
and those recovering from natural disasters

Come to me, all you'who




ST. MARK'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers on the communion table are presented
by Mr. & Mrs. Ron Follett in memory of Louise Follett and
in honor of their granddaughter, Abigail’s birthday.

The white carnation on the altar is for June Seik who passed
away on January 15, 2026.

The bulletins are presented to the Glory of God.

Flowers and Bulletins - Dates available for flowers are:
February 8, 15 and 22. Dates available for bulletins are:
February 22. Please contact the office if interested in sponsoring
any bulletins.

Annual Congregational Meeting - Meeting has been
rescheduled for today, February 1, immediately after the worship
service down in Fellowship Hall. Please pick up the packets for the
meeting in the narthex.

Jigsaw Evangelism is back starting in January. Our morning
begins between 9 - 9:30 for coffee and donuts, then off to the
puzzles we go. We typically have at least 2 or 3 puzzles going
depending upon how many people attend. By 11:00ish, more like
11:30, we call it a day. Pencil in the first and 3rd Saturdays of
January/February and March. Attend whenever you can. If we
need to cancel due to weather, look on Facebook for the
announcement.

Souper Bowl Sunday - We will be collecting cans of soup
until February 8. The soup will then be delivered to Lebanon
County Christian Ministry.

Financial Statements - are available. Please see Cindy in
the office.

Helping Hands/Caring Hearts — Share the love. Please
consider donating to the Good Samaritan Fund. This fund helps
organizations in our community and members of our congregation
who are in need of a little extra help. Please check for special
envelopes on the table in the narthex. Mark your name on the
envelope if you want it posted to your account. Donations will be
collected until February 15%, Thank you.

Save the Dates:

Ash Wednesday Service - (Cornwall Manor,
Zerr Chapel - 7 PM)

February 18

Conference Call information:
Dial (215) 383-1625 Enter conference code: 569284
Press* when asked for your attendee pin




2026 Lenten Services

Renewed in Mercy: A Journey Toward New Life

The Lenten journey and our discipleship path encourages us to grow, to go deeper, to
climb higher, to reach further than we may have before. Lent is é time of introspection,
but also a call to action as we seek to be the pilgrim people of God, seeking God’s
kingdom and shaping God’s kingdom in worship and in service. This Lent, we invite you
to experience the renewal that comes from God’s never-ending mercy and then to walk

with our Lord on a journey to new life.

Ash Wednesday, February 18

Theme: A Clean Heart

Location: Cornwall Manor, Zerr Chapel
Preacher: Jason Armold

February 25

Theme: Mercy on the Wilderness Road
Location: lona UMC

Preacher: Dave Jones

March 4

Theme: Guided by the Promise
Location: St. Mark’s UCC
Preacher: Ruthann Seibert

"Mareh 11
Theme: Companion for the Journey
Location: Cornwall UMC
Preacher: Andrea Haldeman

All Lenten Services will start at 7 PM

March 18

Theme: Journeying in Grace
Location: Grace UCC
Preacher: Deanna Geiter

March 25

Theme: Redemption Road
Location: Mount Gretna UMC
Preacher: Lisa Flory

Good Friday, April 3

Theme: Journey’s End - Reaching
Destination

Location: lona UMC

Preacher: David Harris




