
 

   Mission Trip Blog 2020 

Friday August 7th PM 

Today was yet again another busy day.  We started the day at church by cleaning up in the flower beds.  

We also installed the base of the free library.  One challenge we’ve had with the free library is getting 

the glue to dry.  The door has been drying for two days and still has a challenge, therefore, we’ll see how 

things are tonight. 

After church, we headed to Pastor Dave and MJ’s new home.  They are to move in within the week and 

they needed help.  Unfortunately, the yard had become overgrown.  We trimmed bushes, trees and 

tried to avoid the poison around the house.  We made a huge pile in their front yard that they are 

planning to get the city to pick up. 

In the afternoon, we got multiple thunderstorms.  That moved our work indoors.  They had painting to 

be done in every room, so we put two people in a room and a painting we went.  The two bedrooms, 

the hallway and part of the dining/living room are now behind us.  We of course got back to Pine Acres 

around our usual supper time of 7:00.  The thunderstorms have made things rather cool and we are now 

down in the low 60s to get us through the night. 

After supper, we did some prep for tomorrow’s cleanup. 

As I reflect on the week, I look at some of the things of the week.  We head south, we work 8:30 – 3:30.  

This week, we worked 8:00 – 6:00.  We rarely took breaks and our lunch breaks were very short.   Our 

evenings were spent hanging out and chatting versus playing mini golf or taking a walk on the beach.  

But when we discussed this idea back in May, the two things that we agreed we needed was to serve 

people and to be together.  Pine Acres allowed us to be appropriately separated but be together.  And 

doing the work for our congregation allowed us to serve.   

Is this something that we’d do again?  Absolutely.  Did we miss going away?  We did, but God always 

leads us to where He wants us.  And this year, the pandemic guided us to stay home. 

This post will only be uploaded on Saturday as I won’t be back in cell/internet coverage until I get home.  

Tomorrow we’ll get up, pack and clean Pine Acres.  We’re hoping that we’ll have everything packed and 

cleaned by lunch time.   

Thanks for your support and hopefully we’ll be back on this same bat channel next year.   

Until then stay safe.  

Friday August 7th AM 

Good morning everyone.  Looking back at Thursday, it was a finish up day.  What does that mean, finish 

up projects that we’ve started.  We invited the Pine Acres guys for breakfast so that gave us an option to 

get some help for Nate to finish the fence project.  Here Doug and Nate work to level the posts while 

Kristina helped with extra dirt where needed 



 

Thanks to Doug for giving that helping hand so that project can be marked complete. 

By Doug doing that, Al moved to finish the bathroom project.  Earlier I shared that the stall curtains were 

coming down and being replaced with wood doors.  Before the doors could go on, we needed to finish 

some framing over by the shower.  Once that was done, Al, Peg and Vickie worked to hang the three 

doors.  We needed to make a minor modification to the handicap door since its hinge was wider than a 

2x4.  With the doors hung, the painting crew of Lauren and Zach were called in from painting the 

hallway ceiling to put a primer on the doors.  We didn’t get a chance to do a second coat yet. 



 

After the primer coat was applied, we put away our tools for the day and we headed to the home of Lisa 

and Bill Trovinger for the rest of the afternoon and evening for some respite and pool time.  Before the 

pool time started, we took our group picture.  Yes, you’ll note the chair is empty.  G was out and about 

on a couple personal errands so the final picture will have G photo shopped in. 



 

While the day was not one of our warmest days of the week, it was warm enough to go swimming.  Josh 

and Nate are testing the splash rate while warming up in the pool.  The evening finished by sitting 

around the fire making some smores. 



 

Thanks to Brother Bill and Lisa for inviting us over for our respite and recreation of the week.   

As we headed back to Pine Acres, we were on Bambi alert on our drive back.  We didn’t see any, so that 

was good.  As we arrived back, the rumbles of thunder began.  We didn’t want to deal with a 

thunderstorm during the night, so we dropped the rain tarps and secured them so the pavilion and the 

women would all stay dry.  Having done that, the guys headed off to their tents and to bed we went. 

As I sit and type this morning, I hear the pitter patter of rain.  Oh goodie….the 4th day that we’ve had to 

work around rain.   

Stay safe and stay dry. 

 

Thursday August 6th AM 

Yesterday was a very long hard day. We had the fence project to do and a list of things at Pine Acres.  

We also had our decks to check and more painting.  Let’s start with our morning activities. 

We wanted to get all the previous fence post removed so we could start placing the new fence.  There 

were six of us as Andrea and Zach both had class.  They decided to take their classes at Pine Acres so 

they were right with all the excitement.  We had to figure out how to work Kristina into the plan as a 



person who gets severe cases of poison, what do you have her do in an area where poison is.  The 

answer was simple….you teach her how to drive the Kubota.   

 

This was early in the process where she was still uncertain where the brake was, but we’re blaming that 

on her instructor…Nate.  Once that was corrected Kristina did an AWESOME job in knowing where 

forward/reverse were and how to roll the bucket and raise the bucket.   

We had a system going…..Kristina, Bill, Nate and Al work to remove the stump, they lift and  



 

Plop it right into the trailer for Vickie and I to move to their new location.  Doing that, all original posts 

were removed in an hour.  Then began the arduous task of installing the new fence posts.  I’ll give you a 

sneak peak of what the new fence looks like. 



 

Once the fence posts were out, we split to do a bunch of work at Pine Acres.  There was dry lock 

painting to do so Andrea and Zach found their paint brushes and off they went to dry lock the bathroom 

wall and the spring door base. Then there was roof repair work to do so Nate and Kristina went up on 

the room to find the leaks and caulk them. 

This gets us to lunch.  As we took a break for lunch we decided our afternoon attack.  Brother Bill said he 

group would be a 4 main crew, so that left 5 to go out to do painting work.  Vickie and Zach headed to a 

deck we did on Monday to see how badly the rain impacted the deck.  They did have repair work on the 

deck to do some re staining some areas and they took care of that.  My crew of Andrea and Kristina 

headed to another deck we did.  That deck seemed to fair pretty well, so we put the deck furniture back 

and headed to our next location. 

We headed to the home of the Fishers.  We had deck railing spindles to paint.  If you’ve never painted or 

stained a deck spindle, it is a testament to patience.  We needed to do sanding first of the 110 spindles. 

Then it was painting away.  We were joined by Zach and Vickie when they finished their job.  By 5:30, we 

were heading back to Pine Acres for dinner. 

Dinner was lasagna and let’s just say we were all very hungry.  After dinner, we all joined the fence crew 

to things moving forward there.  While the fence project is not done, we are within about 4 hours of 

finishing that project. 



Once the sun set, we sat around under the pavilion and reminisced about the day.  Our little bones and 

muscles are very tired so they didn’t have the energy to do much more than sit. 

It was a very long and beneficial day.  What is on today’s list.  We have both the fence project and the 

ladies bathroom projects to finish.  As I sit here and type, it is pouring, therefore our staining project for 

today will not occur.  We’ll have to see what else we can work on until the rain is done. 

As I finish this morning, stay safe.  We are trying to do the same. 

Wednesday August 5th AM 

Here we are for what is expected to be a very long work day, but let’s recap what we did yesterday.  We 

awoke to heavy rain.  No idea what Pine Acres rainfall total was but let’s just say there are lakes of water 

where there shouldn’t be.  As we planned our day, we were expecting the day to be an all day rain.  

Therefore, the work that we planned was towards that. 

We had one group go back out to Sunset to dry lock the inside walls of the two car garage.  Rolling paint 

on cinder block definitely gives a good work out.  We realized the way to get a good finished product 

was the thicker on the roller or the brush we could put the paint, the better the wall looked.  While we 

were there, we could tell the tropical storm was beginning to pass by as the winds picked up and we 

began to see blue sky.  Hmmmm. 

The other team went to the house of Carol Ruffner for a garage storage installation project.  They had 

shelves to install and pegboard to move around.  Below is a picture of the team with Carol in front of 

part of the finished project. 

 

Back at Pine Acres, another late lunch.  After lunch we had a long list of todos.  The carpentry team 

started to dismantle the bathroom stalls in the ladies bathroom as the curtains are coming down and 

doors are being built.  It’s been fun having the ladies bathroom be an open concept bathroom for 

showers this evening.   



Andrea continued her project of the screen porch from yesterday by giving the floor a fresh coat of 

paint.  The porch looks awesome.  Josh and Zach headed down to the spring house as we have dry lock 

painting and belco door painting to do.  While they didn’t paint, they power washed in preparation of 

the paint job.  Vickie, Peg and I took the 4x4s that we had delivered and cut them to the size that is 

needed to put as part of our fence project.  Yep, we are tearing down the telephone pole fence in the 

parking lot to install a new fence.   

 

Here Nate is having a little fun as his brother Zach mans the Kubota. 

As we worked through the afternoon, I looked up and here came Kristina back to the fold.  The meds for 

her severe poison are working and she is feeling much better, therefore allowing her to return to be 

with us for the rest of the week. 

As we finished the day, there was some Kam Jam in the field and some sitting around chatting to plan 

out the rest of the week.  While Wednesday is typically known as Hump Day, for us it starts the 2nd half 

of our work week as this year’s mission week is a 6 day event. 

There is a lot on today’s work list.  How much we get done will depend on luck (missing tree roots 

digging holes), energy (it’s been hot) and Al.  But the one thing I do know, if we don’t get today’s agenda 

done, it won’t be because we don’t have heart because that we have in abundance. 

Til tomorrow, stay safe and you can put the oars away…we did. 



 

 

Tuesday August 4th AM 

Yep, it’s Tuesday morning bright and early and we’re awaking to the pitter patter of rain.  More on that 

later.   

Let’s catch up on yesterday. As we continued our work at church, the trees in the parking lot got a good 

haircut.  That resulted in two truck loads to Zimmermans for mulch.  And the shrubs along 8th street also 

got a haircut.  While we had hoped to get the Free library up and running we ran into a few glitches.  

The largest glitche was in digging the hole.  Between running into concrete and cable/wires, we needed 

to abandon that for the moment and rethink where it’s going to be placed.  We hope to do that on 

Friday. 

As we left church, we wanted to get two decks stained as early as possible as we knew the rains were 

moving in.   In theory, we need to wait 48 hours for the stain before rain.  Well that wasn’t going to 

happen.  The minimum is 4 hours and we hoped we could make it.  My crew headed back north to 

sunset to work on that deck.  Nothing two exciting as we stained away.  As we finished, we headed back 

to Pine Acres. 

The other crew has found out what it takes to stain deck spindles.  They look nice, but they are a pain to 

stain.  I should know, I’ve got 110 spindles on my ramp that take me 8-10 hrs to stain.  As we all arrived 

back to Pine Acres, we had a late lunch and planned out our afternoon.   

Actually, my crew and brothers Bill and Al did a few projects before the other crew got back.  We 

prepped the pavilion for the rain but putting the rain tarps up in ready position.  From there we began 

our large project at Pine Acres.  What is it that you’ll see as a change when you arrive on Sunday?  We 

are replacing the telephone pole fencing at the parking lot and putting split rail in.  Yep, 100 feet of split 

rail to be installed.  We also are putting in some new plant holders.  The crew began demolition of the 

fence.  In doing that, we have found how bad it really was and why it was leaning over so badly. There 

were two posts that were infested by carpenter ants and were almost like sawdust. 

After lunch, the demo crewed continued with removing the telephone piles.  We did find out the Kubota 

can handle 8 feet of pole to have them moved to their new location.  We don’t think it could handle any 

more.   

Meanwhile, off to Lowe’s Vickie, Al and I went to shop for Tuesday building supplies.  We needed two 

carts as we had A LOT to get.  We needed so much, we needed to call in for reinforcements as Al no 

longer had a seat in the van.  We called G as she was out on a grocery run.  Yep, she could swing by and 

pick up Al.  Vickie and I made a supply drop as we are doing a garage organization project today so we 

needed to get the supplies there while it was sunny versus in the pouring rain. 

Meanwhile what were Peg and Andrea doing.  They had the exciting task of washing the screened porch 

floor.  That is on today’s list to paint so we needed to wash it. 

And the rains began at 5:30 so the demo project had to stop.  That moved us all under the pavilion to 

prep for supper.  Last night’s supper was grilled chicken.  Josh was in charge of grilling and decided to do 



it on the charcoal grills.  As we saw the flames going we began to realize Josh is a better grill master on a 

gas grill then he is on a charcoal grill. 

We did get an update on Kristina.  She got into the doctor and is on meds to help tame her poison.  If 

the meds take hold, she is hoping to be able to rejoin us this evening.  Fingers crossed. 

Supper became pretty eventful.  Literally as we sat down to eat, the thunderstorm rolled through.  And 

let’s just say it dumped rain.  We dropped our rain tarp and needed to run to secure the bottoms of the 

tarp.  As heavy as the 4x4 posts are you would think that would hold the tarp.  Um, that would be no.  

We needed to move the outer picnic tables to be our securement of the tarps.  Once the tarps were 

secured, we found it to be raining in on the highway side of pavilion.  Those picnic tables all got moved 

inward so we could stay dry.   

To give you a picture of what the pavilion looks like.  Row 1 of the picnic tables are our dining area so we 

can stay our social distanced away.  Row 2 has all our supplies for today.  Well not quite, we had to 

move the 4x8 sheets of plywood.  We have one in each bathroom so yes, the bathrooms are getting 

quite full.  And row 3, the picnic tables are either outside the pavilion holding down the tarp or housing 

gear.  And let’s not forget the 8 person tent that the women have underneath so we stay dry in the 

overnight rain. 

As we saw how much the rain was making a swamp of Pine Acres, a bunch of discussed that G was not 

going to be in the bunk house and have to walk across the mush and puddles to the house.  We take 

care of the person that feeds us.  So the under 30s were given a mission.  Move a bunk from the bunk 

house to the pavilion.  It took a little planning, taking off the doors to the bunk house and 6 people, but 

yes, the women are now all together under the pavilion….nice and dry.  Back to picturing the 

pavilion…row 3 has an 8 person tent and a bunk….we are just so tickled to all be together, close to the 

bathroom and dry feet. 

We finished the evening last night by reminiscing and telling stories of previous mission trips.  The 

stories reminded us that G doesn’t do turkeys, mice, snakes or bears…all things we’ve encountered on 

previous trips.  However, she does love deer of which we have at Pine Acres.  The ladies all crawled into 

their nice dry beds while the guys headed off through the mush to their beds. 

As I finish up this morning, we have another long day planned.  We have two garage projects to do this 

morning and then a long list of work to do here at Pine Acres.  All work that will keep us as dry as we can 

be while Isaias passes. 

Oh, I do hope to post some pics tomorrow as I have an SD to USB converter arriving today so we’ll see if 

that works. 

Until tomorrow, stay safe and stay dry.  

Monday August 3rd AM 

Hi Everyone.  We’re at church this morning so I’m able to connect to internet and catch you up on 

yesterday. 

It was a very, very long day.  The day started with the commissioning of the team at the morning service.  

After service was somewhat of a blur as we chilled for a bit to prepare for our day in the heat.  Brother 



Bill and Alvin were given their first task….Put a plexiglass divider in the coca cola bin.  Why?  We found at 

Kid’s Kamp, we put a bag of ice in and it had a mind of its own, so therefore the drinks didn’t really stay 

cold.  Now with our divider, we can have ice just on one side….so nice. 

Also, Grandma Faye had plaques made for the new benches down by the pond so the ladies and I went 

down to install all of them.  Yes, the Pine Acres men who put the benches together left the last two for 

us to place so we jump started the Kubota and put them down by the pond. 

We were kind of stalling as we had Pine Acres rented for the day so we wanted to make sure we didn’t 

interfere with them.  We had lunch up by the bunk house.  A lunch of Bruno’s subs.  We also discussed 

our game plan for the afternoon. 

We had 5 places that needed power washing and two places that needed trimming.  Seemed like a 

manageable task with three teams going out.  We started out ok.  We had two teams go to one 

place….one to powerwash and one to trim.  The other team went to another of our parishioner’s homes 

and did the work that was there.  So far so good.  Then it started.  We got a call from the team that was 

at G’s house that the power washer hose was split and then couldn’t powerwash…..sigh.  Ok, let’s all 

meet up at our next home and knock out as much as we could there.  Two power washers going, 

trimming being done, steps being repaired….a banner day.  And while Vickie and Nate were sent off to 

Lowe’s to get parts to fix the step, they wondered past the power washers and one hopped in their cart 

to come home. 

After we were done as a 12 person team at house number 2, we split again.  One team was sent to G’s 

to powerwash and pick up a 100 lbs of ice.  The other teams went off to sunset….no we didn’t go riding 

into the sunset….and we power washed a deck and hand washed a privacy fence.   

We finally started heading back to Pine Acres by 7:15 to find G sitting in front of the fan just enjoying 

life.  Supper last evening were hot dogs over the open fire.  Brother Bill had a nice fire going for us to do 

that.  And we couldn’t forget having oreo ice cream and brownies for dessert.  Maybe having that at 

9:00 was a reason some of us had some problems sleeping last night. 

Oh, I forgot our accommodations.  Al has the men’s side of the bunk house to himself.  Andrea and G are 

in the women’s.  The rest of us are in tents.  The young gents are in tents to get rained on.  The over 30 

women decided we wanted the tenting experience but with the tropical storm, weren’t too thrilled 

about being out in the open field so the guys so graciously moved out two picnic tables and we are 

tenting under the pavilion. 

In case you wonder why Kristina isn’t with Andrea in the bunk house, she is on a brief hiatus to be in 

contact with her doctor today.  The heat yesterday didn’t help her poison and she needs some extra 

boost to get that under control.  She is expected to rejoin us tomorrow once that is better. 

Two final things.  Why are we at church today?  Andrea and Zach have a summer course from 

Millersville so they needed to have internet to do that.  So while they are doing that and I’m blogging, 

the rest of the team is trimming the trees in the parking lot and trimming the shrubs along 8th St.  Why 

trim the shrubs along 8th St?  Heidi Fox has a mission project to have a Free Library installed by the 

bench on 8th St.  We worked on that last week and now we are installing today.  Heidi, we’ll send some 

pics. 



Oh and talking pics, I have a technology gliche.  I realized this morning my new laptop doesn’t have an 

SD slot on it, so pics will be limited until we figure that out.  Stay tuned. 

Ok, gotta go help Vickie cleanup her trimmings so will blog again later tonight against Andrea’s hotspot.  

Stay safe and stay hydrated.  

 

Saturday August 1st 

2020, the year we will remember.  Not just for a different mission trip but the year of the pandemic, the 

year of riots, the year of uncertainty, the year of change, the year of different ways of doing things.  The 

mission trip is more correctly named the mission week. 

We made the decision back in May that traveling to North Carolina was not in our best interest as the 

uncertainty of where the virus would be til then.  The thing that finally sealed the deal for us was we 

have a great support system hear in our families, our congregation of SMUCC and our friends.  If we got 

in trouble with the virus, who was going to be our support system in Wrightsville Beach?  After we 

couldn’t answer that question, it became clear we needed to rethink.  Therefore, the idea of doing work 

for our members of our congregation and using Pine Acres as our home base was born. 

Fast forward to the status of North Carolina.  Currently, they have more cases then Pennsylvania.  The 

Matthew House, our home away from home, is closed therefore no place to stay.  All out of state groups 

cancelled going to WARM.   Little Chapel is having no beach services this year and instead is using their 

parking lot to worship through the end of September.   

What does all of this mean?  We have spent numerous hours trying to determine our best way to stay 

safe for the week.  From how to sleep, to how to eat, to how to prepare our lunches, to how to take 

showers, to how to travel around.  Yes, there is risk and we realize that, but we also know that there is a 

mental status to the pandemic and to be quite honest, I need some time out of the house to be with my 

second family. 

What will we be doing?  Painting, staining, trimming, power washing, replacing fences, doing Pine Acres 

improvements and whatever else is needed during the week.   Will the Hurricane/Tropical Storm impact 

us?  Hopefully not.  We have a couple garage projects to do that we plan to do on Tuesday.  And then 

there are bathroom projects at Pine Acres that we want to work on, so we have a full week of work and 

the team is ready. 

The one challenge we do have is how do I get you this blog every night?  Um, not sure quite yet.  As we 

know, Pine Acres doesn’t have internet, so we’ll see how this goes.  It might be a run every night to a 

house or trying to do it on someone’s hotspot.  Stay tuned. 

For tomorrow, join us for church (hopefully the thunderstorms are after church).  Then we’ll be packing 

up and starting our week as Pine Acres is rented tomorrow.  We’ll be heading out to five parishioners to 

do the appropriate power washing so Monday we can start our staining and trimming projects. 

Stay safe and we’ll try to do the same. 


