November 16, 2025 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost

Reader: Robert Eby

God is Still Speaking ...

"The truth is that our finest moments are most likely to occur when we are
feeling deeply uncomfortable, unhappy, or unfulfilled. For it is only in such
moments, propelled by our discomfort, that we are likely to step our of our ruts
and start searching for different ways or truer answers.” - M. Scott Peck

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Todd Kendall

“The Lord’s My Shepherd”
* SOLEMN DECLARATION AND SUNG AMEN

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Pastor: In the midst of uncertainty, God is our steadfast hope.

People: When the world feels unstable, Christ is our firm
foundation.

Pastor: Even when the future is unclear, the Spirit strengthens our
hearts.

People: We come to worship the God who endures forever.

Pastor: Come, people of faith - bring your fears, your burdens, your
endurance, and your praise.

People: We will trust in the God who holds all things together

and sustains us through every trial.

* HYMN #377 (Green Hymnal)
* CALL TO CONFESSION

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that our endurance often falters when
life grows hard. We grow weary in faith, impatient in waiting, and
fearful of what lies ahead. Too often we rely on our own strength
instead of trusting your promise to be with us. Forgive us for the
times we have lost heart. Renew in us the courage to persevere,
the faith to trust, and the hope that is rooted in your steadfast
love. Silent confession...

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

* KYRIE ELEISON
Lovd, have mercy upon us. Lord, Aave mercy upon us.
Christ, have mevcy upon us. Christ, Rave mercy upon us.
Lovd, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

* WORDS OF GRACE AND MERCY
Hear the good news: The God who calls us to endure also gives us the
strength to do so. Through the grace of Christ, our sins are forgiven, our
hearts are renewed, and our lives are made whole.
Thanks be to God! Amen!

SPECIAL MUSIC “From Starry Skies Descending” Larry & Carla Sue

Bell Choir

CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE SCRIPTURES (insert)
~New Testament 2 Thessalonians 3: 6 - 13
*Gospel Luke 21: 5 - 19

* THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Amen.

* PROCLAIMING OUR FAITH - THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.




JOYS AND CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER RESPONSE “Hear Our Prayer”
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Hear our prayer, O Lovd, and grant us thy peace.

SERMON Rev. David A. Jones
OUR OFFERING AND OFFERTORY "“Balm In Gilead” Robert J. Hughes

* THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures

here below. Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host. Praise Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors)

* BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN

* HYMN #403 “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

* SILENT MEDITATION
POSTLUDE “His Eye Is On The Sparrow” C. D. Martin/C. H. Gabriel

*Please stand as you are able
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2 Thessalonians 3: 6 — 13

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers
who are living in idleness and not according to the
tradition that they received from us. For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we
were not idle when we were with you, and we did not
eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil
and labor we worked night and day, so that we might
not burden any of you. This was not because we do
not have that right, but in order to give you an

example to imitate. For even when we were with you,

we gave you this command: Anyone unwilliing to
work should not eat. For we hear that some of you
are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any
work. Now such persons we command and exhort in
the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to
earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be
weary in doing what is right.

Luke 21:5 - 19

When some were speaking about the temple,
how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts
dedicated to God, Jesus said, “As for these things
that you see, the days will come when not one stone
will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

They asked Jesus, “Teacher, when will this be,
and what will be the sign that this is about to take
place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led
astray; for many will come in my name and say, 'l
am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.
When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be

terrified; for these things must take place first, but
the end will not follow immediately.”

Then Jesus said to them, “Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there
will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven. But before all
this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. This will give you an
opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to
prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will
be able to withstand or contradict. You will be
betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives
and friends; and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name. But not
a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance
you will gain your souls.




ST. MARK'’S PRAYER LIST ST. MARK’S CALENDAR

Lauren Hallman (Kids Kamper’s Mother) For the Week of November 16, 2025
Ann Crouch (Deb Ellis’ friend)

Deb Winslow (Peg Scholl relative)
Tia Carreras (Peg Scholl relative)
Meg Nagel
Carol Frankhouser (K. Andrew’s friend)
John Schieber
Gladys Gettle
Lowell Sherman
Chad Wenrich
Chris Alcaia (Vickie Ristenbatt’s brother)
Ed Gundrum
Deb Ellis
Linda Brandt (K. Ceresini’s daughter)
Regina Prater (Justin Fisher’'s mother-in-law)
Matthew Scholl
Jill Wenrich

Friends and Members with ongoing concerns
Andy Shearer, Lynn Balmer
David Ansalvish (Cindy Johnson’s Brother)
Trudy Berkheimer
Cindy Johnson,

Paul and Kay Peiffer
Ed and Gayle Olden

~ Juanita Fuhrman
Eva Miller, Andrew Scholl
Megan, Jaxon and Ava Tilley
Michael Worhach (Russ Scholl’s son-in-law)
Ken & Charlotte Wengert,
Joe Adams (Lois Smith’s brother)
Sandra Schauer (Michael Smith’s aunt)
Mary, Serenity and Harmonie Earl

Sunday Worship Service - 10 AM
Wednesday Bible Study - 10 AM

Thursday Halcyon Thanksgiving Dinner

Members from our church family who are shut-in or
home bound, People living under the threat of war,
and those recovering from natural disasters




ST. MARK’'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers on the communion table are presented by
Becky Colban in memory of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Russell Scholl,
Sr.

The bulletins are presented by Kathryn Dissinger to the Glory of
God.

Flowers and Bulletins — Dates available for bulletins are:
December 14 and 28. Please contact the office if interested in
sponsoring any bulletins.

Last Day Sale ~ Any birdhouse for just $20 for a St. Mark’s fund
of your choice! Remember, Christmas is coming!

Thanksgiving Day Dinner - Pastor Dave and MJ are hosting
the 4 Thanksgiving Day Dinner on Thursday, November 27, 2025,
at 4 PM. Please see sigh up sheet in the narthex.

Our next time to assist at the Lebanon Rescue Mission Sunday
dinner is Dec 14th. We need people to assist that evening as well
as bakers and a few items requested by the LRM. Time is from 2 -
6 PM, so enjoy the Christmas gala after church and then head to
the Rescue Mission to help serve those in need in our

community. See the sign-up sheets in the narthex. Please note, if
you are feeling ill in any way on that day, the request is to stay
home since the men are in a dorm where illness quickly spreads.

Christmas Family Day - will be held Sunday, December 14,
We need volunteers for the Worship Service Christmas Program.

If you can sing, play an instrument, read a story, etc. please contact

Dawn or Ken Shultz. After the service, we will go down to

Fellowship Hall to have our luncheon. Watch for sign up sheets in the

Narthex.

Agape Christmas Boxes -~ The Christmas boxes for the children
will be available in the office today, November 16, Please see
Faye Fox to pick them up. Remember to sign your name on the
sheet so we know which child you are buying gifts for.

Angel Tree - Watch for the Angel Tree in the narthex. We will be
putting the tree out in the next couple of weeks. The Angel Tree
gifts will be going to Cedar Haven residents.

LCCM Donations - Now more than ever, people need help with

food, help with utilities, etc. especially with the holiday season coming

up. At our consistory meeting this week - we decided to give a
donation to LCCM from the Good Samaritan Fund. If anyone

would like to donate additional money towards this project, please
mark your check "LCCM” or use the envelope in the pews and mark

it "LCCM". Thank you for helping our community at this holiday season.

4th Annual Book Drive - Making A Difference is holding a Book
Drive. They are accepting only (NEW) Children’s Books. Drop off
dates are: November 25%, 4 to 6 PM and November 29t" — 10 AM
To 12 PM. Location is: 11 N. 9% St., Lebanon, PA. Another drop off
date is: November 30t", 1 PM to 3 PM at Allen Theater — 36 E. Main
St., Annville, PA. Please see the poster on the table in the narthex.

Save the Dates:

November 26 Thanksgiving Eve Service - 7:30 PM

November 27 Pastor Dave and MJ’s Dinner - 4 PM

December 14 Christmas Family Day with luncheon

December 19 Youth/Young Adult Cookie Bake
December 24
Candlelight Service - 7:30 PM

Conference Call information:
Dial (215) 383-1625 Enter conference code: 569284
Press* when asked for your attendee pin

Christmas Eve Service - (Punch & Cookies) 7 PM




