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AUTUMN PRAYER

O God of (Creation, you have blessed us with the

changing of the seasons.

As we embrace these autumn months, may the earier

setting of the sun remind us to take time to rest.

May the crunch of the leaves beneath our feet remind us

of the shortness of this cartHy fife.

May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind us that

itis you who gives us your breath of life.

May the scurrying of the squirrcls and the migration of

the birds remind us that you call us to follow your will.

May the dying of summers sPirit remind us omcgourgrcat

Promisc that death is tem porary and life is eternal.

WC Praisc yOU 'FOFHOUI’gOOClnCSS ‘FOI‘CVCI" and CVver.

Amen.




Fall Like An ACORN

A spire to your goals

C hange for the good

O vercome the impossibilities
R ediscover your zeal

N otice your progress

Sometimes, we just need to
take a walk and talk to God

Fall'is GOD’s way of showing us
how BEAUTIFUL change can be

ALWAYS PRAY TO HAVE EYES
THAT SEE THE BEST IN PEOPLE.
A HEART THAT FORGIVES THE WORST.
A MIND THAT FORGETS THE BAD.
AND A SOUL THAT

never loses faith in Godl

Scriptures for September

“Twill praise the Lovd as long as T Give; T will sing praises to
my God while I fiave being.” Psalin 146:2

“This is the day which the Lord has made; let us vejoice and
be glad in it.” Psalim 118:24

“The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God
will stand forever.” Isaiah 40:8

“Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God.” Philippians 4:6

“Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea
roar, and all that fills it; (et the field exult, and everything in
itr” Psalim 96:11-12

Thereis
NO STORM that Ged

won’t carry you through.

NO DBRIDGE that (God

wonr’t hclP you cross.

NO BATTLE. that God

won’t hclP you win.

Trust GOD
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To say this year's Mission Trip to Wilmington, NC was unique would be an
understatement. Last year, we were keeping a close eye on Tropical Storm Debbie. This year,
we didn’t have a Tropical Storm to occupy our thoughts, but we still had some unexpected
twists and turns. The trip started well, and everything was going as planned. We didn’t run
into heavy traffic or inclement weather, so the journey to Wilmington was uneventful. We had
a small snafu with the pizza we ordered for dinner Saturday evening, but that was our only
challenge. The twists and turns arrived Sunday morning as we were getting ready to leave
for the worship service on the beach.

I came out to the front porch to join the others when Kathy advised me they needed
to take a trip to the Emergency Room. Oh no. When I asked what happened, she pointed to
Vickie who looked pale and struggled to stand even with assistance. So, Kathy and Al took
Vickie to a nearby Emergency Room, while the rest of us made our way to the worship service.
As we walked through the sand to choose a place to sit down, we were stunned and somber.
We worried about Vickie, and for me, it felt weird to be on the beach with 1/3 of our group
unable to be with us.

As we waited for the service to begin, I absorbed the sights and sounds around us. It
was extra windy by the ocean, so I had to hold onto my bulletin a little tighter. The sunrise
was very bright, too, so I was thankful my hat shaded my eyes from the sunlight. On one
side of the “sanctuary” was an unmanned lifeguard tower. At the front of the congregation
were two metal posts supporting a blue and white surfboard that served as an Altar. On the
Altar was a cross, along with a basket of bread and a chalice for Sacrament of Holy
Communion. Scattered around the beach were young children playing in the sand and surf.
There were people jogging and walking along the shoreline along with people swimming in
the ocean and riding waves on boogie boards. This was not a typical worship experience, but
still, it was a very sacred space.

As we absorbed the sights and sounds around us, I felt the peace of being in the
presence of God. Even though I wondered (and worried) what was going on with Vickie at
the hospital - and there were lots of distractions from the children playing and the people
moving up and down the shoreline - the presence of God in that space was stronger than
the distractions around me. In that moment, I had complete faith that everything was going
to be all right. I didn’t know how, but I didn't feel the need to worry about it either. It was in
God’s hands and it was going to be OK.

I am so thankful for moments when God’s presence is undeniable. The presence of
God almost always shows up in unexpected places, and once we sense it, the feeling is
impossible to forget. The experience we had on the beach reminds me of a quote from
contemporary theologian Richard Rohr who said, "We cannot attain the presence of God.
We're already totally in the presence of God. What's absent is awareness.”

Isn’t that a comforting thought? We are already in the presence of God, and the only
thing absent is our awareness. No matter how stunning a situation may be, or how many
distractions try to grab our attention, God is always there. If being in the presence of God
doesn’t give a sense of peace in the midst of the storms of life, then I don’t know what will.
I hope and pray we all have the opportunity to experience the presence of God in undeniable
and unforgettable ways, especially when life becomes overwhelming. Because God is with us
in unexpected and challenging places, and God is bigger than the distractions and worries
that consume our thoughts. Thanks be to God.

The Journey Continues... /046’1/‘0/‘ ﬁaw




Beginning September 1, St. Marks will be renting two rooms in the Christian Education
building to WB Music Therapy. They are a group of 5 trained and licensed music therapists
that provide therapy for people of all ages who are dealing with things like Autism, Post
Traumatic Stress, and physical disabilities such as Parkinson’s disease. They have been
renting from Salem Lutheran for a number of years but have outgrown the space that Salem
has available for them. They will be using the parlor/library and pre-school Sunday school
rooms. The books, bookshelves, bells, chimes, music stands, and grandfather clock that
were in the parlor have been moved to the primary Sunday school room at the north end of
the hall. That room will become the new library and music room. The items and materials
used for children’s church (that was previously held in the pre-school Sunday school room)
have been moved into the nursery and that room will now be used for all of the youth that
attend children’s church. A big Thank You goes out to Meredith Myers and Marilyn Reppert
for their flexibility and help in getting the nursery arranged to handle all the youth that
attend children’s church.

You may also have noticed that the large parking lot on Mifflin St. and the smaller lot next
to the church have been recently re-sealed and the lines repainted. This job was approved
at a recent consistory meeting with the money coming from the memorial fund.

Finally, the roof replacement project should begin sometime in September or the first
week in October. Thanks to all who have contributed and contribute to the roof fund.

Respectfully,
Todd Ryland




Report of the Consistory - August 2025

The second phase of the repairs to the organ have been started. The organ should be
able to be used again in early September. The increased use of the building due to the
rentals to the day care and the Spanish congregation have shown higher bills for
electric service. This will continue to be monitored as the third rental to the music
therapy program begins in September. The day care has asked to remain in the
building and renew their lease. It was determined to continue their lease until the end of
calendar year 2025 as soon as they provide updated liability insurance information,
license to operate and their security and abuse clearances. The Spanish congregation
needs to provide proof of the renewal of their liability insurance prior to September 1,
2025. The remainder of the funds brought over from St. John's will be used to cover the
costs of sealing and painting the lines in the parking lots. The roof project will begin in
late September. The Spanish congregation was granted permission to use the
sanctuary on New Year's Eve from 10:00 pm to 12:30 am on New Year's Day.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under GG BY-SA

St Marks UCC Lebanon PA - YouTube

Beginning in the fall, we are switching our weekly broadcast to YouTube. It will be helpful to
anyone who wants to watch the live streaming or the video to subscribe to our channel.

The easiest way is to go to the website or our Facebook page and click the link. The link can
also be sent to you —just send an email to saintmarksuuc@gmail.com and it will be
forwarded to you.




Mission Corner

WARM Mission Trip News

Thanks to all that supported the WARM Mission Trip in anyway. From baking, to shopping for non
perishable items to prayers and your financial donations. We very much appreciated this support as we
couldn’t do it without your love and support.

Mission Sunday to hear and see about the WARM Mission Trip is Sunday October 26*. Hope you can
join us that day. :

Asheville Mission Trip Meeting

After service on Sunday October 26", we will have an adult only mission trip meeting to discuss whether
or not we pursue going back to Asheville, NC. Meeting is in Fellowship Hall.

Non-Mission Trip Mission News
The Community dinners

Again, thanks to all that helped support our community dinner/picnic in 2025. Stay tuned for
opportunities to help with these in 2026.

Dinner at the Rescue Mission
" December 14" — Our next Sunday evening meal at the Lebanon Rescue Mission
October — stay tuned for more information on trick or treat night.

Looking for input

We will be holding a meeting in September to plan our 2026 calendar. Please reach out to those on
Evangelism and Mission {Becky Colban, Kathy Follett, Pastor Dave and MJ Jones, Peg Scholl and Dawn
Shultz) for input. For instance, do we do jigsaw evangelism, what about community dinners, helping at
the Rescue Mission, new ideas?




Kid’s Team/Youth/Young Adults Corner

Kid’s Team
Stay tuned for upcoming Kid’s Team events.

If you aren’t sure the age for Kid’s Team and have a child or grandchild that might be looking to
join, most Kid’s Team activities are planned for ages K-4 through 6% grade. If you aren’t already
receiving Kid’s Team announcements, please check in with Kathy Follett or Meredith Myers.

Youth/Young Adults

Here are the upcoming activities for the Youth/Young Adults for the next few months of 2025:
Fall Retreat — November 14t-16% in Cassville, PA
Christmas Cookie Baking — tentatively Friday December 19th

Game Night — Date TBD

If you hear of a good Christian movie being released in 2025, let Kathy know so we can throw
that into the mix.

If you know of someone between 7t grade and 30 that is currently not receiving the
Youth/Young Adults information, please contact Kathy Follett.




Child Abuse Required Training

Another year has passed and it’s time for that infamous Child Abuse Required Training. While it
is something required by the insurance company, last year’s bullying training showed us how
much society has changed just in the last few years, thus making it more necessary for us to
make sure we keep on our toes on protecting our young people. After reviewing many options
of how to do the training, the Christian Ed committee is inviting all those that have active
background checks to join us at this year’s training class.

On Sundays September 21t and October 12t, we will be sharing the class on “Keeping Your
Church Safe”. You only need to attend ONE of the Sundays. The class will be after church in
Fellowship Hall. Pizza will be provided for all participants. There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex.

If you have taken training through another path (i.e. school, hospital, etc), then you just need to
share that certificate, so we know you are exempt from needing to attend the training that we
are providing. However, you may attend if you so choose. Each video that is provided to us
through Praesidium Academy are between 20-30 minutes. In addition to the video, there are
discussion items for us to review. ‘

If you are unable to attend one of these sessions, that doesn’t mean you can pass on the
training. That means you might have a 1 on 1 class. Please see Kathy Follett for more
information on what you need to do.

Please reserve either September 215 or October 12,




“Kids Kamp 2025”

“True North: Trusting Jesus in a wild world” was the theme used to celebrate the
35 Anniversary of Kids Kamp! And what a celebratory week it was! With an
attendance of 37 children, we were reminded with Monday’s rain storm why we
need to maintain a capacity of 40 for safety of all at Pine Acres. It becomes quite
crowded under the pavilion.

This year’s memory verse was from Psalm 32:8, “The Lord says, “l will make you
wise. | will show you where to go. | will guide you and watch over you.” The
children did a great job reciting our verse by Thursday morning’s opening worship.

Daily opening worship offering totaled over $370.00. To continue our outreach
ministry, school supplies were again purchased and given to United Way project,
“Stuff the Bus” to benefit the children of Lebanon County.

Music is a driving force when selecting our KK theme. With the aid of technology,
the children learn choreography to the songs which they demonstrated during our
Facebook presentation on Thursday. | would say this year’s favorite song was
“Power Shuffle”.

Science projects and activities reinforced the theme as well, as Kampers learned
about polarity with the use of a compass. It was a great way to relate with the
children how we can use God as our compass to keep us on track.

Jesse Rothacker and his Forgotten Friends presented an educational program
which included hands on with several reptiles of all shapes and sizes. You may
have seen some of the pictures on St. Mark’s Facebook.

Too many “THANK YOUS” to recognize all the individuals who made this year one
of the “top 5 in 35 years” for me, but you all know who you are and each one of
you are appreciated beyond words!

So now that Kids Kamp 2025 is in the books, we will see where God leads us in
2026!




The Pastor Gets a Study
St. Mark’s Observer, September and October 1898:

“While away on his vacation, the pastor concluded that it would be no mistake to
build up that vacant space that was lying between the church (Chapel) and the
parsonage and have him utilize it as a study. So upon his return he asked the Sunday
School and the Mite Society whether they would not conjointly erect the same. In view
of this $150 was voted for this purpose and at a congregational meeting held
September 11 (1898), unanimous permission was granted to build the same. At the
time some questioned whether this was an adequate amount. Since the room is
completed it is found that those that questioned as to whether the amount was sufficient
were evidently correct in their anticipations. In view of this it will be necessary for us to
ask that this sum be augmented to the extent that it may reach to cover the whole
expenditure. We feel that this will be done. In the construction of this new study, the
idea of neatness over against the idea of show was taken into consideration. The result
is that it is a room second to none in the Reformed Church. Communicating as it does
with the parsonage and the church (Chapel) it makes it all the more pleasant. The
Paster (Fisher) hereby tenders his sincere thanks to the kind donors of the funds for the
construction of this attractive and cheerful room. We extend a most hearty invitation to
all the members to come and visit us in our new home. Don't be backward. Come, you
are all welcome.” '

The total construction cost for the project was $214.35.

Mrs. Eliza Christine Goodman

Mrs. Goodman was born in Jonestown in 1825. Her father, George Mark,
became the High Sheriff of Lebanon County in 1835, and at that time the family moved
to Lebanon. Later she married Charles C. Goodman and resided at 440 N. Ninth
Street.

Her Christian work began in Tabor Reformed Church, but her interest shifted
quickly when the Northern Mission School was opened in 1885. Here Mrs. Goodman
was elected the first Female Assistant Superintendent of St. Mark’s.

In this role she worked tirelessly. There were very few homes in the
congregation which she had not been in over the years looking after the interests of the
children and thus quietly reaching out after the parents. She had no children of her own
although in a sense she had children by the scores. Through her guidance and
personal example, many were lead into a fuller spiritual life.

Eliza Goodman was also aware of the practical aspects of a growing church.
She along with several other women continued the campaign for financial pledges to
support the Chapel in 1885. Her “mission box” also provided funds when the school
was in need; so too did her “dusting bag money”.

When this Christian leader passed away in 1899, just 6 weeks after her brother,
Cyrus K. Mark, she added $500 to the $5,000 bequest of her brother thus opening the
way for the construction of our present sanctuary.

Jim Schucker




KID'S KORNER

. Hollday celebrated on the
first Monday in September
. Item of clothing kids wear
as the weather cools
. Whatkids use fo cary
their school supplies
. Type of meal that often
features fall vegetables
. Vehicle often used for
harvesting or playing
. Sport that staits up in
September
12. Someone who helps
students leam

1 14. Another name for autumn,

starting In September
16. What changes color in
September
17. Gentle wind that is
common in September

Ingredients:

1 c. flour
1 c. sugar

1 tsp. baking powder

2 tsp. salt

Directions:

18. Material used in harvest &
for feeding animals

20. Where you might find late
summer vegetables &
flowers

22. Fun outdoor activity often
enjoyed In September

24. Drink made from apples,
popular in September

26. September skies can be
filled with these

2T7. Type of flower that
blooms in September

. Used to gather fruits &
vegetables during
harvest

. Time of year when
crops are collected

. Another term for a
backpack

. Warm clothing item for
cooler September days

. Something you read
for school or pleasure

8. September weather
often brings this

10. Fruit that's often

picked in September

What leaves change

into during September

15. Tool used for writing
at school

1.3.

© 2024 WordsAreFun.com, All nghts Reserved.

APPLE CRISP

19. Place where Kids go to}
learn
21. Event marking the
start of fall In
September
. September often
brings this to cool the |
air
Fruit often associated
with September
Activity some kids
enjoy before school
starts

25.
26.

1 egg (unbeaten)
5 or 6 large apples

1/3 c. melted butter
1 tsp. cinnamon

Mix flour, sugar, baking powder and salt together. Break egg into mixture
and mix with fork. Slice apples and put into buttered casserole. Spread
mixture over apples. Pour melted butter over mixture. Sprinkle with
cinnamon. Bake in 350 degrees oven for 45 minutes.

This recipe is in the St. Mark’s U.C.C. Mothers Class Recipe Cookbook and is
from Mae Holler.




9/1/25
9/5/25
9/6/25
9/8/25
9/10/25

9/11/25
9/12/25
9/13/25
9/15/25
9/16/25
9/18/25
9/19/25
9/21/25

9/24/25
9/27/25
9/28/25

9/29/25
9/30/25

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthday

Stephen Koehler
Dick Winters
Lynn Balmer
Lauren Trovinger
MJ Jones
Madison Luciotti
Betty Showalter
Lois Smith
Andrew Shearer
Penny Scholl
Robert Hoffman
Lois Shuey
Timothy Brown
Richard Kline
Alicia Thomas
Joann Webster
Kenneth Brandt
Jonathan Raiger
Jennifer Whitman
Anita Eby

Heidi Fox

LuAnn Schneider
St. Anne’s Retirement

3952 Columbia Ave., RM PC123L

West Hempfield Twp.
Columbia, PA 17512
717-285-6741

9/1/25

9/12/25
9/13/25
9/20/25
9/21/25
9/24/25
9/26/25
9/28/25

SENIOR CORNER

Anniversary

Holly & Carey Eggert
Rev. David & MJ Jones
Bill & Lisa Trovinger
Sean & Meredith Myers
Ken & Dawn Shultz
Todd & Debra Ryland
Kevin & Linda Waldron
Glenn & Nell Kline
Gary & Kathy Andrews

Lowell Sherman
101 Freeman Drive
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-273-3943

Please send notes, cards or give them a phone call. Let LUAnn and Lowell
know that St. Mark’s has not forgotten about them. Thank you.




New singers and ringers are always
welcome - please plan to join us!

Adult Choir rehearses most Sundays
at 8:30 am

Bell Choir rehearses most Tuesday
evenings at 6:30 pm

Students in 7t grade through high
school are welcome in both choirs!

Questions may be directed to
Ken Shultz, choir director




Dear Friend of Saint Mark’s United Church of Christ:

We are excited to team up with Hoss's Steak and Sea House to raise money for a very
worthy cause. Please consider visiting the Hoss's location(s) listed below on 9/28/2025 to
aid us in raising money to benefit Saint Mark’s United Church of Christ.

Print this email and present it on 9/28/2025 at Hoss's in Annville
Hoss's will then donate 20%* or 25%** of your total check paid to Saint Mark’s United

Church of Christ

*To qualify for the 20% payout, our group must have a minimum of $300.00 in total pre-tax

food and beverage sales.
**To qualify for the 25% payout, our group must have a minimum of $1,200.00 in total pre-

tax food and beverage sales.
This applies to a one-day, single location, pre-scheduled event. The purchase of gift cards is

not included as part of your organization’s community fundraising totals.

DISTRIBUTING INVITATIONS ON HOSS’S PROPERTY IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED
AND WILL DISQUALIFY OUR ORGANIZATION! Thank you for your cooperation!

Group #132025

Dear Friend of Saint Mark’s United Church of Christ:

We are excited to team up with Hoss's Steak and Sea House to raise money for a very
worthy cause. Please consider visiting the Hoss's location(s) listed below on 9/28/2025 to
aid us in raising money to benefit Saint Mark’s United Church of Christ.
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Group #132025




Saturday,

September 27, 2025
N o 8:30 amto 3:30 pm
_ Women's N Pine Acres
Fall Retre (weather pvermitting)

Rest for Your Soul:
A Bible Study on Solitude,
Silence and Prayer

Breakfast bakery items, fruit, coffee, tea and
juice will be available at 8:30 am - please
bring your own beverage if you prefer iced
coffee or soda. Bottled water will be
provided.

The retreat activities - including the secret
sister reveal - and discussions begin at
9:00 am.

Bring your Bible, a lawn chair and a packed
lunch - family and friends are welcome, too!

The signup sheet will be in the Narthex
beginning August 24th,

HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US!




SIGHT § SOUND

LIVE ON STAGE

Christian Education is evaluating whether there is interest in going back to
Sight and Sound to see Joshua.

The date is still being determined (most likely in June), however, the show
time is expected to be 3:00 PM. As with everything else, Sight and Sound has
significantly raised the price of the tickets, therefore price for adults will be
between $80-$85 and child (3-13) will be $40.

Transportation will be on your own, but carpooling is encouraged. Dinneris
also on your own. After Noah, people went to Cracker Barrel, Olive Garden,
Shady Maple and dined at home, so the option is yours of where to eat.

Look for the signup early September so we know if this is something we put
on the calendar or not. Seats will be in the balcony so steps are required.




Making a Difference of Lebanon, Pa
and SARCC .

9TH Annual TOILETRIES and SOCKS
COLLECTION DRIVE
for the homeless and those in need

o SEPTEMBER1 - 21, 2025

ITEMS NEEDED:

Socks, Toilet Paper, Deodorant, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes,
Feminine Hygiene Products, Soap, Combs & Brushes

DROP OFF LOCATIONS:

Jonestown Bank & Trust Co. (JBT) - All Lebanon County Branches
SARCC/LFHS - 615 Cumberland St, Lebanon, PA
Covenant UMC - 346 N 9th St, Lebanon, PA
Your Advertiser - Lebanon Valley Mall, Lebanon, PA
Kochenderfer Church - 1105 Kochenderfer Rd, Lebanon, PA
St Mark’s UCC - 426 N 8th St, Lebanon, PA
Lebanon Valley Family YMCA - 201 N 7th St, Lebanon, PA
St. John AME Church - 1244 Walnut St, Lebanon, PA
FCCB - 450 Isabel Dr, Lebanon, PA
One Way Thrift LLC - 750 Cumberland St, Lebanon, PA
Verizon - 720 Quentin Rd, Lebanon, PA
Holy Truth Body Art - 43 S 8th St, Lebanon, PA
Henise Tire - 558 E Penn Ave, Cleonaq, PA
Mt Gretna UMC - 4th St and Boehm Ave, Mt Gretna, PA
Cabal's Lair - 63 S Main St, Manheim, PA

S 'BIG COLLECTION DAY:

> O o SATURDAY, SEPT. 27, 2025
{ 9AM -12PM 1IN 9TH ST, LEBANON PA




SEPTEMBER

PRAYER AND EVENTS CALENDAR

© Sundey | Mondey | Tesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Seturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Jeanette Heim | John & Carole | Robert Larry & Carol Blaine Brenda
Hoffman Hoffman Houser Hummel Hummel
Bell Rehearsal | Bible Study -
Labor Day ~ 6:30 PM 10 AM
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Doug & Marjorie | Seth Hummel | Cindy Johnson | Rev. David & Jeanine Lucinda Klahr | Austen Kline
Hummel M3 Jones Keefer
Choir Rehearsal - Spiritual
8:45 AM - . C 'I —_ 6:30
Worship -10AM | Evan. & ':Bb:\eMStUdy Mo
Christian Ed Mtg. - Mission Mtg. ~ | Bell Rehearsal Consistory
11:15 AM 6:30 PM - 6:30 PM Mtg. 7:00 PM
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Beulah Kline Morgan Kline Nell & Glenn Richard & Rebecca Klotz | Jennifer, Chad, Amy,
Kline Susan Kline Patrick & Adam, Noah,
Micha Knight & Joel
Choir Rehearsal Bible Study - Koeh]er
- 8:45 AM 10 AM
Worship - 10 AM
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Stephen Koehler | Carl & Julie Casey Krause | Gary & Kim Robert & Rose | Holly, Austin Madison
Krause Lehman Leiby & Evan Luciotti
Choir Rehearsal Lightner .
- 8:45 AM Bible Study - Women's Fall
Worship - 10 AM 10 AM Retreat —
Child Abuse 8:30 to 3:30
Training PM
28 29 30
Mario Luciotti Caroline Joshua
Manbeck Manbeck

Worship -10 AM
Hoss's Day




